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Foundation of the Free Press
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Fall 2023



Today’s lecture will cover:

Themes in Early Western Civilization Ben Franklin and the Early American
Press History Press
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Remember

* Keep up with readings. Check syllabus!
* Coming to class is the best way to succeed in this course



Check in:
Have you...

Checked the syllabus for the next few weeks, noting
when you have readings and assignments?

Made plans with your video project group to get
started?

Noted when the video project is due?

Put future due dates on your calendars?

Made a checklist of things to catch up on?
Checklists do help.



Get sleep
Get outside for a brief walk

Eat real meals

Self-care

Reach out to people who understand and can boost
your confidence

Remind yourself of your big goals in life

Give yourself some credit
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Barbarians invaded Rome in the 400s. Rome
fell in 476

 Romans had perfected book publishing

» After the fall of the Roman Empire, monks mostly took over the role
of book publishers.



Moveable type

* Movable type was first created by Bi Sheng (990-1051), who used
baked clay to create separate characters.

* This allowed for much flexibility in creating pages.

* The Yuan-dynasty official Wang Zhen is credited with the introduction
of wooden movable type, a more durable option, around 1297.

* http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/songdynasty-module/tech-printing.html



How books and ideas reached readers: up to 1200

* News got out through people crying out: criers.

* Religious figures, especially monks, took over teaching people how to
read.

* Books were hand-copied by monks too—until the 1200s.



Gutenberg version of the Bible, mid-1400s

* Printed by Johann Gutenberg
* He was an upper-class resident of Mainz, Germany

* Also created moveable type: individual cast-metal letters (instead of
an entire page plate)

* These letters could be moved around and set in place with thin strips
of lead

* So one set of metal letters could make infinite pages
* Roll ink on the letters and then press it against paper






King Henry VIII of
England

* Became king in 1509

Required the press to be licensed and censored
from 1538 onward.

First king to place press under state control. This
continued into the 1600s.

Henry VIl died in 1547




First newspapers in Europe

* The earliest surviving issues of weekly newspapers were:
e Strasbourg, France—the Strasbourg Relation, 1605
e ... and in Wolfenbuttel, Germany., in 1609.

* By 1623, newspapers were being printed not only across German-
speaking Europe, but also in the Low Countries—coastal countries of
Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg.



King James version of the Bible, 1611

* Note: the Bible is not one book — it is many, from many authors and
compilations of authors (early crowd sourcing). Followers of Judaism
and Christianity made the choices of what would go into it during the
first century AD.

* The Bible is an early example of offering multiple viewpoints.

* The King James version shaped the English language significantly and
is the source of an astonishing number of metaphors and phrases.



Some phrases
from the King

James Bible

A man after his own heart

A stumbling block

At their wit's end

Bottomless pit

Death, where is thy sting

Fallen from grace

Fell flat on his face

Fight the good fight



...and more
phrases from
the King

James Bible

* From strength to strength

* Give up the ghost

* God forbid

e Holier than thou

*  Out of the mouths of babes

» Suffer fools gladly

* The blind lead the blind

* The powers that be

e Woeis me



Early newspaper: Diurnal Occurrences

* Began in 1641 after the English s a e
VRNAL/

Parliament abolished the Star - HDT AT
Chamber, a secret court where . l5] OCCVRRENCES, fi
S ; OR ey
decisions were made. -\l Proceedings in the Parlia- i
wr "\',‘ . mcntthis.lai’cﬂiweeke. b .H ;’
* Diurnal Occurrences came out e
g . ‘2_7'4p:57h€'¢”{‘¢-.“ e

daily (diurnal).

 Wrote of what went on in
Parliament.




Areopagitica

* Published in 1644 in England

* Written by John Milton in
defense of freedom of

discussion.

* This started because he had
written a pamphlet on the
merits of divorce, and the
government would not let him

circulate it.
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- generall of reading, What ever fort the Books be; “and:that this Order

avails nothing to the fupprefling of fcandalous, feditioss, and libel-

 lous Books, which were mainly inteaded to be fuppreft.” Laft, that

it will be primely to the difcouragement of all learning , and the

~Atop of Truth, notonlyby difexercifing and blunting our abilities
+in what we know already , but by hindring and cropping the difco-
-very that might bee yet further made bothin religious and eivill

‘Wifdome. 575
Ideny not, but thatitisof greateft concernment in the Church -

-and Commonwealth, to have a vigilant eye how Bookes demeane

themfelves,as well as men;and thereafter to confine,imprifon,and do
{harpeft jultice on them as malefa@ors: For Books are not abfolute~
ly dead things, but doe containa potencie of life in them to be as 2-

€tive as that foule was whofe progeny they are; nay they do preferve

asid a violl the pureflt efficacie and extra@ion of that living intelle&
that bred them. Iknow they are as lively, and as vigoroufly produ=

- @ive,as thofe fabulous Dragons teeth;and being fown up and down,
-may chance tofpring up armed men. And yet on the other hand’un-

lefle warinefle be us'dyas good almoft kill 2 Manas killa good Book;

-Who Kills a Man kills a reafonable creature, GodsI mage; buthee

whodeftroyes a good Booke, kills reafon it felfe, killsthe I mage of
God, asitwerein the eye. Many a manlives a burden to the Earth;
but a good Booke is the pretious life-blood of mafter{pirit, imbal-
m’d and treafur’d up on purpofe to a life beyond life. *Tis true, no
age canreltore a life, whereof perhaps there is no great loffe; and re<
volutions of agesdoe not oft recover the lofle of a rejecred truth,
for the want of which whele Nations fare the worfe. We fhould
be wary therefore what perfecution we raife againft the living la-
bours of publick men ,  how we fpill that feafon’d life of man prefer

-¥'d andftord up in Books; fince we fee akinde of homicide may

be thus committed, fometimes a martyrdome , and ifit extend to the

~Whole impreflion, akinde of maffacre, whereof the execution ends

not in the flaying of an elementall life,but frikes at that ethereall and

-and fift eflencesthe breath of reafon it felfe,flaies an immortality rather

thenalife, ‘But left Ifhould be condemn’d of introducing licence,

-while T oppofe Licencing, I refufenot the painesto be fo much Hi-
-[toricall , as willferve to (hew what hath been done by ancient and
- famous Commonwealths;againtt this diforder, till the very time that

this projeék of licencing crept out of the Inquifitian , was catchtup
s by




John Locke’s writings

* Another development in
liberation of expression in
England

* Mostly in favor of religious
freedom

e Starting in 1689, he published
four letters “concerning
toleration”

TO THE

READER.

THE ensuing Letter concerning Toleration, first
printed in Latin this very year, in Holland, has already
been translated both into Dutch and French.— So
general and speedy an approbation may therefore be-
speak its favourable reception in England. I think in-
deed there is no nation under heaven, in which so much
has already been said upon that subject, as ours. But
yet certainly there is no people that stand in more need
of having something further both said and done amongst
them, in this point, than we do.

Our government has not only been partial in matters
of religion; but those also who have suffered under
that partiality, and have therefore endeavoured by their
writings to vindicate their own rights and liberties, have
for the most part done it upon narrow principles, suited
only to the interests of their own sects.

This narrowness of spirit on all sides has undoubt-
edly been the principal occasion of our miseries and
confusions. But whatever have been the occasions, it
is now high time to seek for a thorough cure. We have

neerd nf mnara monorance vamedioe than what have vet




Timeline: Early press history

59 BCE-100 Acta
Diurna copied
books

The year 990: (in
China) Bi Sheng
invents
moveable type
using clay

Up until 1200:
Monks in Europe
wrote and
copied books

Mid 1400s:
Gutenberg Bible
using moveable
type made with
metal.

1509: King Henry
VIl censored the
press

1611: King James
Bible

1641: Diurnal
Occurrences,
daily paper
about
Parliament

1644:
Aeropagitica by
John Milton

1689: John Locke
writes Letter
Concerning
Toleration (first
of 4)
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Ben Franklin and the American Press



1690: an American
newspaper tries publishing

Benjamin Harris published Publick Occurrences
Shut down and banned after one issue
A little too blunt for the English government

Royal governor of Massachusetts exerted power
to censor the press
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'OCCURRENCES

Both P ORREIGN and DOMEST ICK,
Boffom, ThmfdtySryf. 25th. 1690,

is defigmed, that the Countrey fuall be fur.

omee @ moreeh o if any Gl of Oc-

currences , oftener, ) with an Ac.

count of fuck confiderable things at bave ar-
rioed o oer Novice,

+ In order bereamto, the Publifber will eabe what
paing be cam to obramn a Faithful Relation of i
fuch thingr 5 and will particulariy make bisfelf
baholden 1o (wch Perfons 39 Bofton wham be Faors
10 ‘arve been for their omn wfe the diligent Obfer-
Wi of [uch marters,

s Thoat which 11 verern propafed, is, Firlk, That
Memorable Occurrents ¢f Divine Providence
reny ot b wegicled or forgotten, as they tea often
are. Ly, Thar prople every whire may ber-
var wpder i pnd vhe Circumftances of Publique Af.
wirs, both abroad end a: bome ; which may m
enly.direlt their Thoughts a¢ all. rimes, but at
foe rime alforo afijf their Bulinelles and N:-
gotiations,

Thirdly, Ther fome thing may be dume towards
the Curing, or ar leaff the Charming, of thar Syi.
rit of Lying, which prevails ammgf wi, wie ¢-
fore warking [hall be chrered, bat wear we bave
reafon vo believe is true, vepairing 15 the befft foun.
tains for our Information. ,z‘i when there ap.
pears - amy material miftake fo any thing thar 1
exlictled, ir bl be correfted im rbe next.

Moreover, e Publafber of thefe Occurrences
i willing to tagage, thar wherzas, there PR
my Falfe:Reports, maliciouly made, axd fpresd
amang s, if any well-minded per fom will be ar the

s 10 trace any fuch falle Report [o far asr0

ind owt and Camsd the Fielt Raifer of ir, e

will in thir Paper ( unlefs juft Advice be given i
b0 the comrary ) expofe the Name of [uell perfon,
&7 A mali¢ious Raifer of a falle Repgrt.. It
b Tuppos*d  viar mowe wall dislike ting Fropsfal,
bat fuch asincnd ro be guilty of fo villanous
Crime.

Pl HE Chriftianited Indiens in fome
) parts of Mismewh, have newly ap-

from them, as what is in the Farces lately
gone for € awade; irade them think o enmolk
impollitie for them to ger welt throuph e
Aftairs.of their Hosbandre at this time of e
ear, yet the Seafon bas been (o unwleally
avoarable that they foace find 2oy want of
the many hundreds of hapds, that- are pone
from them ; which is looked upon as a M.
ofil Providence
Wihale the barharobs fadians were lurking
sbout Chelmsford, there were mifling abaue
the beginnieg of thismi nth a coaple of Chil-
dren belong ng 1o a man of that -loan, oie
of them aged ahout cleven, ths other aecd a-
bt nine years, bath of them {uppoicd 1o
be falken into the hands of the fadians,
o b very Tragical Accpien happesed e
wer-fomm, the beginning of this Mopih,
O'd mar, that was of lomes hat a Silent and
Morofe Temper, bat one that had lung Ens
joyed the reputation of a Seber aned 4 ¢ o
Aun, having, pewly bured bis Wile, <1 he
Devil rook advantsg: of the Melancholiy
which he thereupon fell into, his Wives difs
cretion and incuftry had long been the fup-
parvef his kamily, and he feemed Lurrictl
with an impertinent fear that be thould oo
come to want hefare bie dved, thoogh be hdd
very carclul friends to look afier him wio
zept a Neilt eye vpon him, téaft be hould do
bimfclf any harm.- But che evening tfrapink
from them into the Cow-houfe, thej ihere
guickly followed him_ fonnd him bangers fy
a Ropeowhich they had ufed oty e their Calses
withal, he was dead with his feet near 1onth-
ing the Ground. £h3
Epldémital Feverr dpd Agwer prow verdy
common, in fome parts of the Coenrry,
whereof, tho' many dye. hor. yet they are
forely unfirted for their implaymenis; bhut
in fome parts 3 more maigment Feur Jcems
to presal in fuch fore char it olually gres
thro' a Family whete it comes, and pro.es




“Called the Iroquois Indians “those miserable
Salvages, in whom we have too much

confided.”

Wrote that French King Louis XIV was having

sex with his daughter-in-law.
All from Daly, 14.




1704: first American nevvspaperto |
more than once) ST, S BT,

* John Campbell
* The Boston News-Letter

* A conventional paper,
“Published by Authority” (of
British)

e Aimed at businessmen




1719: a second paper in Boston

* The New England Courant
* Published by James Franklin

e Itis here that Ben Franklin was
printer’s apprentice to his
brother

e 1722, Franklin started writing
under pen names
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New-England Courant;
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1723: “Rules for the New-England Courant™

* Ben Franklin wrote a satirical commentary after his brother was
briefly jailed. But he apparently followed these rules for journalists,
including:

e “... be very tender of the Religion of the Country.

e “..Do not cast injurious Reflections on the Reverend and Faithful
Ministers of the Gospel....

* “By no means cast any Reflections on the Civil Government....

e “...and when you condemn any Vice, do not point out particular
Persons.”



So Ben Franklin was cautious, avoiding
politics.

But his brother basically fired him, so he left
for other cities.



Timeline

* 1729 Ben Franklin bought part interest in a Philadelphia newspaper,
The Pennsylvania Gazette

e 1731 Franklin wrote “one of the bedrock statements” of journalism
philosophy, “Apology for Printers,” in the Pennsylvania Gazette.

* Franklin published first issue of Poor Richard’s Alimanack. Advice, wise

sayings. https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Franklin/01-01-02-
0093

e 1735 Recent immigrant printer John Peter Zenger was jailed for

“seditious libel” for criticizing the (British-appointed) New York
governor.



https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Franklin/01-01-02-0093
https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Franklin/01-01-02-0093

Let’s look closer at two of those events

* What was the Apology for Printers?

e What was seditious libel?



From Ben Franklin’s “Apology for Printers,” 1731

e 7. "That it is unreasonable to imagine Printers approve of every thing
they print, and to censure them on any particular thing accordingly;
since in the way of their Business they print such great variety of
things opposite and contradictory. ...

e 8. “That if all Printers were determin’d not to print any thing till they
were sure it would offend no body, there would be very little printed.”



Seditious libel

* Lying in print

* Doing so as “a challenge to authority and, ultimately, to the social
order itself.”

e Zenger’s lawyer, Andrew Hamilton, argued that Zenger had printed
the truth. A jury acquitted him.



Most papers were published by printers
during the colonial period

* The mechanical work of printing and the brain work of reporting and
writing were often done by the same person.

* They printed:

* Religious books, psalm books, sermons
* Almanacs for farmers
* They published any news they could find, including very old
information from abroad

* Stories about oddities "such as lightning strikes, baby goats born with
two heads, meteor showers, and the like.” (Daly, 20.)



Ben Franklin’s legacy to journalism

* Journalism is a business that presents controversial views

 Believed printers (and therefore, journalists) should present as many
sides of the story as possible

* Newspaper should be a marketplace of ideas, a neutral repository
* Individual journalists could hold strong views



