The Colonial Press and
Revolutionary Press
Influencers

1735-1765

Journalism 1002

Fall 2023

University of Connecticut
Christine Woodside

Chris.woodside@uconn.edu




Timeline

* 1730s and 1740s: The Great Awakening, a religious revival. The press
closely covered it.

e 1750: Christopher Sower Jr., son of German immigrants, built printing
presses near Philadelphia

e 1754: Seven Years’ War began. The North American conflict is often
called the French and Indian War.

e 1757-8: The second American Magazine and Monthly Chronicle

* 1758: The postal service established mailing rates for newspapers



This lecture will cover...

* How the Colonial press covered a huge religious revival
* The first monthly magazines in the American colonies

* How the press covered the Seven Years’ War aka the French and
Indian War

* Thomas Paine’s influential pamphlet “Common Sense”
* And other pamphleteers leading to the American Revolution



1730s and 1740s:
The Great Awakening

* Protestant Christian ministers believed people had gotten
away from faith

* Perhaps a backlash to the Protestant Reformation. Perhaps
in response to the Enlightenment (intellectual/scientific
movement)

* Most famous example: The Rev. George Whitefield

* Whitefield visited America, preaching conversion on his
traveling sermons around the colonies, 1739-40

* Audiences in tens of thousands. A true media celebrity

* Emotional public services called revivals changed the
religious landscape in America and Europe




Portable field pulpit. Oak, c. 1742-1770.
American Tract Society, Garland, Texas (63)

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/religion
/f0206s.jpg



Cartoon poking
fun at religious
revivals

* Evangelist George Whitefield
is preaching. He had an eye
problem, hence “Dr.
Squintum”

* The Devil is raking in money
just below the podium,
suggesting Whitefield is just
in it for the money.

* At left, Whitefield’s followers
are busy propositioning a
prostitute.




The Great Awakening: Jonathan Edwards

* Yale Divinity School graduate
* Widely known in his own time

 Gave a sermon called “Sinners in
the Hands of an Angry God,”
1741 in Enfield, Connecticut

* It portrayed people as
loathesome insects hanging
above their doom

* Https://news.yale.edu/2014/05/01/centuries-
later-jonathan-edwards-still-igniting-hot-spots-
around-world




"A vast congregation in the Rev. Dr. Colman's
meetinghouse," reported the newspapers; "at the
South Church a crowded audience...about 5,000
people on the Common." Sunday afternoon,
"having preached to a great number of people at
the Old Brick Church, the house not being large
enough to hold those that crowded to hear him,
when the exercise there was over, he went and
oreached in the field, to at least 8,000 persons.”

(This account is from the Jonathan Edwards Center at Yale University)




1741: Franklin and Andrew Bradford raced to get
out the first monthly magazine in the colonies

* 1. Benjamin Franklin’s General : gz
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1741: Franklin and Andrew Bradford raced to get
out the first monthly magazine in the colonies

e 2. Andrew Bradford’s American
Magazine.
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16 years later... 1757...
Bradford’s nephew William
published a new

American Magazine

) T K B

AMerICAN MAG AZINE,“
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MoxTtHry CHRONICLE for the BRITISH Colonies.

N°. 1. Vol. L. For OCTOBER 17359.
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William Bradford’s

American Magazine
1757

Poems, stories, essays
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From editor’s preface

From a fociety thus conftituted, there is fufficient reafon to ex-

€t all that variety and entertzinment, together with 2ll that
impartiality and candor, which ought to diftinguifh works of this
nature, We fhall not helitate, therefore, to promife, that the
greatelt care will be taken to do equaljuftice to the affairs of evea
ry colony, their literary produltions and public~fpirited under-
takings, their improvements in arts and the feveral branches of
commerce, their natural curiolities and other advantages of foil
and climate; nor fhall any fociety or party, religious or political,
have real-caufe to accufe us of giving an unjuft preference to any
of them, as we hope for encouragement among them all,
From the nature of our plan, we fhall readily admit what is of =
fered with decency by any denomination of men, and fhall fel-
dom venture our own ju igment on fubjets of a controverfial na-
ture. |

In treating of public matters we (hall be very carelul to lay no-
thing before the world which might either weaken us as a nation,
or be _Of advantugc for the encmies of our COUuNTy (0
kpow. But, on the other hand, we fhall think it our duty to
gwve our readers fuch an authentic accountof every thing rela~
ting to their own happinefs and fafety, as a free pegple have a righe
to expecl ; and, as we are independent in our fituation, no power
whatfoever fhall either awe or influence us, in the difcharge of (o
eflential a part of our engagement with the public. '

T‘\;. Wﬁfl’ .":“ k- "n:‘ll’ e :.. n-- L"‘. n—--;- aaal —-‘—.L -



Sighting of a

“mer-man”

The firft we fhall mention is the
er-man and Mer-maid, whofe very
xiftence is evendoubted by many
nfible people, on account of the
bulous relations concerning them.

- 4 pretty general refemblance and a-
». #nalogy between terreftrial and fea-
nimals, yet man, who is more cx-
“prefly and immediately the image
ipf his Maker, is exempted from this
-¥efemblance both of his figure and
Haculties,
" In anfiver to this, the good bi-
Fhop takes the liberty to remind vs
of the Ouran-eutan of Afia, and the
- Chimpenzie of Africa, thofe nuild men
-p# the awoodr, and furprizing mimicks
of our form, that bear fo grave and
#riking a refemblance of the human
#gure, and even of the human fa-
gvlties and altions.
' By fuch arguments as thefe, the
wenerable prelate endeavours to re-
move prejudices, and open up the i-
‘Magination of his readers to receive
With candor the accounts he is to
give. He is fenfible how difficult it
8 to cradicate long prepoficflions ;
$ut he very reafonably hopes, that
when it is confidered how fmall a
Jpart of nature has hitherto fallen
under our encuiries, no one will
pretend to deny but that the vait
amnfcarchable aecean mav  ecantain

Or vrcomuot SEALANIMALS. 29

city, in his own diocefe of Bergen,
all agreeing with the dcfcriE'tlion of
this animal publifhed long fince by
Fablonfly and Ki¥cher.

Among other unfufpefled evi-
deaces he has the following. In the
year 1719, the rev. Mr. Peter Ai-
Z¢! (minifter at Sundmoer, then 20
years old, andalive when the bi-
fhop’s hiltory was publithed) faw
andp handlc! a Mer-man, dead on a
point of land among other fea-ani-
mals, to which many ef his neigh-
bouring inhabitants were witnefies.
Its length was 3 fathoms, its colous
grey, its lower part like a fifh with
a porpoile’s tail.  The face refem-
bled a man’s, with a mouth, fore-
head, eyes &c. the nofe was flar
and prefled down to the face, in
which the noflrils were very vifible.,
T'he breaft was near the head ; the
arms, which fecmed to hang by the
fide, were joined by a thin mem-
brane, and the hands, to appea-
rance, were like the paws ofa fea-
calf.

Mr. Strom, another clergyman
informs the bithop, that at Neroe,
in Numedalen, a Mer-mar and 2
fea-calf were both found dead on 2
rock, all bloody ; from whence it
was concluded that they had  killed
each other. Judead, it it analogous e-
mough, te think that a Sca-man oxld
cowvet @ vepafl of Sea-veal.®

Rt tha Sunccall cced lasnfl cw._ A



1754-1763: The Seven Years’ War

* The North American portion of a global conflict, also known as French
and Indian War

* Britain fought with France over large areas of land in North America.
* France joined forces with many American Indian tribes

* Britain won. In 1763, France ceded the territory including Canada to
Britain

* Proclamation of 1763 reserved Indian lands west of the Appalachian
Mountains, but Colonial leaders soon ignored this.

* Britain started taxing the colonies to recoup war debts.
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o Pontiac’s Rebellion, 1763
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1764: The Hartford Courant began publishing

October 29, 1764
By a printer named Thomas Green

Oldest continually publishing paper in the
country

“When Thomas Green opened his print shop
in a second-floor office on what was known
as Queen Street in Hartford, news arrived by
post on Saturdays. The city had 3,027
residents and shared the duty of being the
state's capital 2009 with New Haven.” (From
2009 editorial in the Courant.)

https://connecticuthistory.org/the-oldest-newspaper-
in-continuous-publication/

The Conne&ticut Courant.

MONDAY, Ocrosr 2§, 1764 (Number c0.)

HARTEFORD: Printed by THOMAS GreeN, at the Heart and Crown,
near the North-Meeting-Houfe.

H. Ofober 29th 4
F all the A ich h e
agreeal i happy,
of all A 4 Nauor
Was it not f Prefs, we [
v ndow'd w

cq wit ¢
¢ all r
" eral, w w
muft in partic b Advantage he Ch H
f e Vorid

A N different Pag (wh Saturday, fror ing F )
ta carcfully nicr t Car
I Time all Yo ( the Notice « F for
d r C may happen
The CONNECTICUT COURANT, (a tmen of w ¥ are now pre )
rigement be continued every Monday, beginning on M f November Which

day, e igth ¢ mber, next \ arag
Jeferve, by a coftant Endeavour to render this Paper ufeful, and eatertaining, not only as a Chanael for News,
» all Thote who may have Occafion to make ufe of it 25 an Advertider.

&Y Subfcriptions for this Paper, will be taken in at the Printing-Office, near the North-Meeting-Houfe, in Hartford




How women were depicted in Colonial papers

 Either... subservient, home-oriented, in keeping with the times:
“virtuous.”

* Or... standing up for a strong idea, disagreeing with men: “vicious.”

« —David A. Copeland

* From Copeland’s article, “Virtuous and Vicious: The Dual Portrayal of Women in Colonial Newspapers.” American
Periodicals, Vol. 5 (1995), pp. 59-85. Publieshed by Ohio State University Press



_egacy of Colonial press until the years just
oefore the Revolution

More publications: By 1763, number of papers expanded from a dozen to 23

More readers: Newspapers were spreading the news and opinions farther and wider, especially during the Seven
Years’ War.

The Great Awakening was a media sensation. The press might have amplified this religious movement

A vibrant time for the press: magazines experimented with analysis, strange features, and literature.



Thomas Paine and the com

ing Revolution
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Timeline

* 1763 onward: England started taxing the Colonies to recoup money spent on the
Seven Years’ War (French and Indian War)

e 1765: The Stamp Act forced American printers to pay a tax, marked by a stamp

e 1760-1776: Journalism exploded with pamphlets, broadsides (big sheets) all
advocating for causes.

e 1776: Thomas Paine’s pamphlet advocating revolution—Common Sense— was
published and widely circulated

e 1776-1781 American Revolution

e 1789: Constitutional convention



Editors abandoned the principle of an
“open press” and began to take sides

* Turned away from Ben Franklin’s old approach of printing a
bunch of different views and letting readers decide.

* Instead:

 Editors decided what their stance was on such things as
breaking away from England. And printed articles that
matched their views.




Anonymous pamphlet writers took risks

* “The pamphleteers amounted to the nation’s first version of an
underground press, a guerrilla counterpart to the established
newspapers.” (Christopher Daly book, 37)

* Printers tried to remain neutral. But they found that readers would
perceive which view dominated a newspaper, and those who felt
outnumbered would stop subscribing.

* “The printer followed his readers into overt partisanship rather than
leading them there.” (Daly, 38)



COMMON SENSE;

INHABITANTS

O F

A*MCE R Lw€ 4,

On the following inlcr:(fiag

§: 'U- B JEE Cas TS
3 5.
1. Of the Origin and Defign of Government in general,
with concife Remarks on the Englith Conflita.ions

II. Of Monarchy and Hereditary Succeflion.
1IL. Thoughts on the prefent State of American Affsirs.

1V. Of the prefent Ability of America, with fome mif-
- cellaneous Refle&tions,

Man knows no Mafter fave creaing Heavin,
Or thefe whom choice and counmon good ordain.

Tuomson.

PHILADELPHIA;
‘Printed, and Sold, by R. BELL, ia Third-Sireet.

—_—
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Paine’s difficult life

* Bornin 1737 in England
* Lost his job and separated from his wife in 1774 (age 37)

* Immigrated to Philadelphia and met Ben Franklin, who took Paine
under his wing

* Wrote article against slavery that inspired a meeting of abolitionists

—Peter Feuerherd in Jstor Daily



“Comparative analysis of Common Sense and other
ore-Revolutionary pamphlets suggests that Common

Sense was indeed stylistically unique;
pamphleteer came close to matching

no other
Paine's

combination of simplicity and forceful

—Lee Sigelman, Colin Martindale and Dean McKenzie,

of Common Sense.”

https://www.jstor.org/stable/30204657

ness.”

“The Common Style



Table 1. Accessibility and forcefulness data for the 15 pre-Revolutionary pamphlets.

Accessibility Forcefulness
Pamphlet Sentence Long Sanguinic- Choleric-
length words melancholic phlegmatic
S. Hopkins (1764) 32.8 0.292 -0.83 1.68
J. Otis (1764) 232 0.287 0.68 —0.65
S. Hopkins (1764) 24.6 0.290 0.55 —0.49
M. Howard (1765) 25.6 0.311 0.48 2.14
W. Goddard? (1765) 24.2 0.293 -0.91 0.65
D. Dulany (1765) 33.9 0.341 0.39 —0.67
R. Bland (1766) 29.4 0.313 0.79 —0.32
J. Dickinson (1768) 24.8 0.307 0.28 —1.09
W. Hicks (1768) 34.4 0.345 —0.57 0.21
S. Adams (1772) 31.6 0.324 —-1.11 —1.41
T. Jefferson (1774) 31.3 0.316 —1.01 —0.45
D. Leonard (1774-75) 23.7 0.329 0.77 ~1.30
J. Adams (1774-75) 25.2 0.304 —0.76 —0.34
J. Galloway (1775) 25.7 0.317 —1.03 —1.09
Mean for the 14 above 27.8 0.312 —0.16 —0.23
Standard error for the 14 above 1.1 0.005 0.21 0.29

T. Paine (1776) 22.7 0.285 2.28 3.15




Common Sense

e 25 editions
* Read by or to almost every literate person in the colonies

* Paine wrote for the ordinary person
* His writing came alive with memorable phrases and examples



Paine’s main points in Common Sense

* The English governing system is corrupt
 Americans can’t reconcile with such a system
* America should become its own nation
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“That the crown is this overbearing part in the
English constitution needs not be mentioned, and
that it derives its whole consequence merely from
being the giver of places and pensions is self-
evident, wherefore, though we have been wise
enough to shut and lock a door against absolute
monarchy, we at the same time have been foolish
enough to put the crown in possession of the key.”




Legacy of Thomas Paine and others like Paine

* Political writers with the goal of

stirring the public’s thinking
* Wrote for all classes of people
* Short sentences, vivid phrases
* Advocated for his cause

* Took big risks (criticized the
English monarchy itself)

COMMON SENSE.;

ADDRESSED TO THE

INHABITANTS -

OF ;

AMERICA

On the following interefting
S ¥'B J B&€ T S
I. OFf the Origin and Defign of Government in genuai;
with concife Remarks on the Englith Conftitution.
I. Of Manarchy and Hereditary Succeflion.
III. Thoughts on the prefent State of American Aé’air_s.

IV, Of the prefent Ability of America, with fome mifcellaneousg
Refle&tions. .

Written by an ENGLISHMAN,



