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Timeline

• 1730s and 1740s: The Great Awakening, a religious revival. The press 
closely covered it. 
• 1750: Christopher Sower Jr., son of German immigrants, built printing 

presses near Philadelphia 
• 1754: Seven Years’ War began. The North American conflict is often 

called the French and Indian War.
• 1757-8: The second American Magazine and Monthly Chronicle
• 1758: The postal service established mailing rates for newspapers



This lecture will cover…

• How the Colonial press covered a huge religious revival
• The first monthly magazines in the American colonies
• How the press covered the Seven Years’ War aka the French and 

Indian War
• Thomas Paine’s influential pamphlet “Common Sense”
• And other pamphleteers leading to the American Revolution



1730s and 1740s:
The Great Awakening
• Protestant Christian ministers believed people had gotten 

away from faith

• Perhaps a backlash to the Protestant Reformation. Perhaps 
in response to the Enlightenment (intellectual/scientific 
movement)

• Most famous example: The Rev. George Whitefield

• Whitefield visited America, preaching conversion on his 
traveling sermons around the colonies, 1739-40

• Audiences in tens of thousands. A true media celebrity

• Emotional public services called revivals changed the 
religious landscape in America and Europe





Cartoon poking 
fun at religious 
revivals
• Evangelist George Whitefield 

is preaching. He had an eye 
problem, hence “Dr. 
Squintum”

• The Devil is raking in money 
just below the podium, 
suggesting Whitefield is just 
in it for the money.

• At left, Whitefield’s followers 
are busy propositioning a 
prostitute.



The Great Awakening: Jonathan Edwards

• Yale Divinity School graduate
• Widely known in his own time
• Gave a sermon called “Sinners in 

the Hands of an Angry God,” 
1741 in Enfield, Connecticut
• It portrayed people as 

loathesome insects hanging 
above their doom

• Https://news.yale.edu/2014/05/01/centuries-
later-jonathan-edwards-still-igniting-hot-spots-
around-world



"A vast congregation in the Rev. Dr. Colman's 
meetinghouse," reported the newspapers; "at the 
South Church a crowded audience…about 5,000 
people on the Common." Sunday afternoon, 
"having preached to a great number of people at 
the Old Brick Church, the house not being large 
enough to hold those that crowded to hear him, 
when the exercise there was over, he went and 
preached in the field, to at least 8,000 persons.”
(This account is from the Jonathan Edwards Center at Yale University) 



1741: Franklin and Andrew Bradford raced to get 
out the first monthly magazine in the colonies
• 1. Benjamin Franklin’s General 

Magazine (SEE PICTURE): It was 
planned first and included news, 
opinion pieces, analysis, poetry, 
and extracts from new books.



1741: Franklin and Andrew Bradford raced to get 
out the first monthly magazine in the colonies
• 2. Andrew Bradford’s American 

Magazine.
•  It was published first (three days 

ahead of Franklin’s.) It reprinted 
other sources like pamphlets 
and books.



16 years later… 1757…
Bradford’s nephew William 
published a new
American Magazine



William Bradford’s
American Magazine
1757

Poems, stories, essays



Contents of the 1757 
American Magazine. 



From editor’s preface



Sighting of a 
“mer-man”



1754-1763: The Seven Years’ War

• The North American portion of a global conflict, also known as French 
and Indian War
• Britain fought with France over large areas of land in North America.
• France joined forces with many American Indian tribes
• Britain won. In 1763, France ceded the territory including Canada to 

Britain
• Proclamation of 1763 reserved Indian lands west of the Appalachian 

Mountains, but Colonial leaders soon ignored this.
• Britain started taxing the colonies to recoup war debts. 





1764: The Hartford Courant began publishing

• October 29, 1764

• By a printer named Thomas Green

• Oldest continually publishing paper in the 
country

• “When Thomas Green opened his print shop 
in a second-floor office on what was known 
as Queen Street in Hartford, news arrived by 
post on Saturdays. The city had 3,027 
residents and shared the duty of being the 
state's capital 2009 with New Haven.” (From 
2009 editorial in the Courant.)

• https://connecticuthistory.org/the-oldest-newspaper-
in-continuous-publication/



How women were depicted in Colonial papers

• Either… subservient, home-oriented, in keeping with the times: 
“virtuous.” 
• Or… standing up for a strong idea, disagreeing with men: “vicious.”

• —David A. Copeland
• From Copeland’s article, “Virtuous and Vicious: The Dual Portrayal of Women in Colonial Newspapers.” American 

Periodicals, Vol. 5 (1995), pp. 59-85. Publieshed by Ohio State University Press



Legacy of Colonial press until the years just 
before the Revolution
More publications: By 1763, number of papers expanded from a dozen to 23 

More readers: Newspapers were spreading the news and opinions farther and wider, especially during the Seven 
Years’ War.

The Great Awakening was a media sensation. The press might have amplified this religious movement

A vibrant time for the press: magazines experimented with analysis, strange features, and literature.



Thomas Paine and the coming Revolution



Timeline

• 1763 onward: England started taxing the Colonies to recoup money spent on the 
Seven Years’ War (French and Indian War)
• 1765: The Stamp Act forced American printers to pay a tax, marked by a stamp
• 1760-1776: Journalism exploded with pamphlets, broadsides (big sheets) all 

advocating for causes. 
• 1776: Thomas Paine’s pamphlet advocating revolution—Common Sense— was 

published and widely circulated
• 1776-1781 American Revolution
• 1789: Constitutional convention



Editors abandoned the principle of an 
“open press” and began to take sides
• Turned away from Ben Franklin’s old approach of printing a 

bunch of different views and letting readers decide.
• Instead:
• Editors decided what their stance was on such things as 

breaking away from England. And printed articles that 
matched their views.



Anonymous pamphlet writers took risks

• “The pamphleteers amounted to the nation’s first version of an 
underground press, a guerrilla counterpart to the established 
newspapers.” (Christopher Daly book, 37)
• Printers tried to remain neutral. But they found that readers would 

perceive which view dominated a newspaper, and those who felt 
outnumbered would stop subscribing.
• “The printer followed his readers into overt partisanship rather than 

leading them there.” (Daly, 38)





Paine’s difficult life

• Born in 1737 in England
• Lost his job and separated from his wife in 1774 (age 37)
• Immigrated to Philadelphia and met Ben Franklin, who took Paine 

under his wing
• Wrote article against slavery that inspired a meeting of abolitionists

—Peter Feuerherd in Jstor Daily



“Comparative analysis of Common Sense and other 
pre-Revolutionary pamphlets suggests that Common 
Sense was indeed stylistically unique; no other 
pamphleteer came close to matching Paine's 
combination of simplicity and forcefulness.”

—Lee Sigelman, Colin Martindale and Dean McKenzie, “The Common Style 
of Common Sense.”

https://www.jstor.org/stable/30204657





Common Sense

• 25 editions
• Read by or to almost every literate person in the colonies
• Paine wrote for the ordinary person
• His writing came alive with memorable phrases and examples



Paine’s main points in Common Sense
• The English governing system is corrupt
• Americans can’t reconcile with such a system
• America should become its own nation



“Society in every state is a blessing, but 
government even in its best state is but a 
necessary evil. … Government, like dress, is 
the badge of lost innocence; the palaces of 
kings are built on the ruins of the bowers of 
paradise.”



“That the crown is this overbearing part in the 
English constitution needs not be mentioned, and 
that it derives its whole consequence merely from 
being the giver of places and pensions is self-
evident, wherefore, though we have been wise 
enough to shut and lock a door against absolute 
monarchy, we at the same time have been foolish 
enough to put the crown in possession of the key.” 



Legacy of Thomas Paine and others like Paine

• Political writers with the goal of 
stirring the public’s thinking
• Wrote for all classes of people
• Short sentences, vivid phrases
• Advocated for his cause
• Took big risks (criticized the 

English monarchy itself)


